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From the Editor's Desk
Greetings from rainy Enumclaw! It was certainly a bit of a weather shock, coming from dry, sunny Wyoming to the cloudy,
damp weather of the west Cascades. The wet puddle otherwise known as the cows’ winter pasture could sure use more
freezing weather and/or sunshine. I’m appreciating the significant increase in oxygen in the air though! Laramie is at
7200 feet above sea level and I get a bit more winded trekking around out there.
One perk to being in Wyoming this fall was that I had the chance to peruse the AHCA archives. Our national association
has donated old photographs and articles to the University of Wyoming collection, and AHCA asked me to look through
the archival boxes to see what condition the materials were in. AHCA is considering digitally preserving the contents and
making them available online. I think that is a great idea and hope to see it happen. I have reproduced a few items from
the old photo scrapbooks to whet your appetites. I think you’ll agree that these pieces of history are really fascinating.
Hope your holidays were wonderful in every way. I look forward to seeing at least a few NWHCA members in Denver.

-Bonnie McLarty
The National Sale takes place
January 24, 2015. Visit
http://www.liveauctions.tv/Stream
Publish.aspx?AuctionID=4285 to
register for online bidding or to
watch the sale.

Northwest Highland Cattle Association Officers & Directors
PRESIDENT
(Director-exp 2015)
Bob Swalander
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Elma, WA 98541
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VICE PRESIDENT
(Director-exp 2015)
Dale Hathaway
1411 Huntley Road
Bellingham, WA
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<hathnw49@gmail.com>
Director exp-2016
Mike Green
32562 Danville Road
Creswell, OR 77249
(541) 895-3011
<mandlloghouse@centurytel.net>

SECRETARY/TREASURER
(Director-exp 2015)
Amy Lagerquist
18310 Gilbert Ave. SE
Tenino, WA 98589
(253) 579-3166
<teninohighlands@hotmail.com>
Director-exp 2016
Open Position
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President's Message
I hope you all had a great Christmas and New Year!
Where did last year go? I don’t know about all of you
but it simply flew by me and Doris. Bonnie emailed me
the other day telling it is time to get out another
message from the president and I thought you have to
be kidding me—already?
I have been slow getting this out so I am the reason that
the winter edition is not out yet. As always things have
been busy around our place and I am sure if you have
cattle they have been busy for you also. This year we
added one more adventure to our plate and decided to
take cattle to the National Western Stock Show (NWSS)
in Denver. Yeah, as if we needed just one more thing.
Actually we are looking forward to it and we can’t wait to
get going, or should I say it won’t wait for us. We are
leaving Friday the 16th and as usual we are not yet
packed. Our tack, cattle, and feed probably about 50%
ready to go. The show is on the 23rd and the sale is on
the 24th. You can catch the sale online and register to bid
online as well. In addition to Swalander Highland Cattle
Co. (Elma, WA), Run A Muk Ranches (Yakima, WA) and
Spring Creek Highlands (Bellingham, WA), will also taking
cattle to the NWSS. Our Northwest Highland Cattle
Association will be well represented. There will be lots of
stories to tell about the national show—or perhaps what
happens in Denver stays in Denver.
As you know, now that the holidays are over we are in
the middle of our winter, and what a wet and nasty few
weeks we have just been through. At least we are not
experiencing the frigid cold and snow that they have in
the Midwest. I can’t wait till spring’s warmer and a little
drier weather, and of course our annual Spring Meeting
that will be hosted by Ralph and Sharon Dobson at their
farm R&SD Ranch in Arlington, WA. Mark your calendar
for Saturday May 16th. It would be great to meet new
members and see all of you that are able to attend. There
will be more information to follow.
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On another important topic, I have just been informed of an issue that could greatly impact all of us that show
cattle in the State of Washington.
From what I understand, Governor Inslee has mandated that all state departments submit a budget reflecting a
15% reduction of general fund money. The Washington State Department of Agriculture submitted a proposal
that would eliminate the Fair Fund. This would be a $42,000 loss to our local Grays Harbor County Fair and
greatly impact every fair in Washington State. All of the Fair Fund money is used to support fair participants
through premium money.
Fair boards across the State of Washington would like us to share this information with the members of cattle
associations or anyone who may be impacted by this measure. If you feel this will impact you or anyone you
know, you are all welcome to join a letter writing campaign. A sample letter has been attached that can be used
if you would like to contact your Legislators and the Governor.
Again, please share this information with anyone you
may know as well as families whose children participate
in 4H and FFA, as this does affect them as well.
If you have questions you can give me a call at (360) 4026879.
Regards,
Bob Swalander

Photo credit: Mike & Lisa Fantom of Five Star Farm
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Sample Letter to Your Local Legislator
If you wish to voice your concerns regarding the importance of the Fair Fund, the following
sample letter can be used (see the Presidents’ Message).

[Insert Title & Name of Legislator]
[Address of Legislator]
Olympia, WA 98504

Dear [Title & Name of Legislator],
The [insert local fair name] is a recipient of the Fair Fund administered by the Washington State Department of
Agriculture. With the mandate for all Departments to submit budget proposals reflecting a 15% reduction in general
fund money, the WSDA submitted a proposal eliminating the Fair Fund. As a participant of the [insert local fair name] I
do not think total elimination of the Fair Fund is an appropriate response.
The elimination of the Fair Fund will have a negative impact on the ability of the [insert local fair name] to support
[insert your specific area of the fair]. [Include here a personal story of how participating in the fair has had a positive
impact on you. Avoid wording such as ‘premiums’ and ‘awards’ as many people that have never participated by entering
in a fair don’t understand this terminology.]
Fairs are Washington’s largest classroom. 45,200 youth participate in Washington Fairs every year. This participation
teaches responsibility, self-confidence, interpersonal relations, public speaking, record keeping, and a myriad of other
life skills.
The Fair Fund has not increased since the early 1990’s. During the past twenty years, programs offered at the Fair have
expanded exponentially. Fairs serve far more youth, with more innovative programs, with limited funding.

Sincerely,

[Insert your name]
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Maintaining Your Cattle Trailer: Part II
By Michael J Green, Green Family Ranch
Well, winter is upon us and it’s time for another exciting
article on cattle trailers from your favorite mechanic—
Mike Green.
As stated before. I don’t claim to be an expert on these
cattle trailers but I will be happy to share the knowledge
that I have gained over the years.
I first want to acknowledge that some of the greatest
tips I have read was in the Highland Cattle Breeders’
Guide that is on the AHCA website. I strongly encourage
everyone to read that section in the breeders guide.
I wanted to talk this month about corrosion, flooring,
and different types of trailers. This would be fitting
since it is the peak time of the year for corrosion to
manifest itself into a giant mess. I would like to point
out that most trailers are either made from steel or
aluminum. Both of these materials corrode. Aluminum
takes a bit longer, but one should be advised that just
because their trailer is aluminum doesn’t mean that it is
invincible. A lot of people choose aluminum because it
is much lighter and doesn’t rust like steel does, but what
they might not be aware of is that if they don’t wash out
their trailer, corrosion will present itself and the next
thing you know, you have a hole in your trailer. Any kind
of urine or manure is highly corrosive! I can’t emphasize
enough to wash out your trailer thoroughly after each
usage, as soon as possible. Another thing to do is put
your trailer under cover after it has been thoroughly
cleaned. Corrosion loves to live in damp areas.
The next area of concern that goes hand in hand with
corrosion is flooring. Because urine and manure are the
thickest on the floor, this is where corrosion is usually
the worst. Flooring that is wood also takes a beating
and can often be substandard even from the factory.
When I think of flooring, I quite often think of these
horror stories of people driving to a show and upon
The Fold

arrival find that one of their animals has fallen through
the floor boards and no longer has any legs left and you
are now forced to find a butcher in a hurry. I hope none
of us find ourselves in that kind of predicament.
When I look at a trailer I pay some of the most heavy
attention to the flooring and its supporting structure.
When inspecting the floor, look at the beams that
support the flooring for cracked welds, thinning due to
corrosion, and flaking due to corrosion. In regards to
the floor, if you have wooden flooring check individual
floorboards for thinning due to wear and rot. With
wood flooring I like to screw down at least ¾ plywood
over the individual boards and throw a stall mat over
the top. Plywood distributes the load of each hoof over
more than one board and the mat takes away some of
the slickness of plywood. Just remember that the
plywood must be taken up to do an adequate inspection
of the boards underneath the plywood. The one
downfall to running multiple layers of wood is that it
traps moisture, so remember to get the trailer
completely dried out or take up the plywood and mat
after each use.
I have a wood floor in my trailer and I am nervous every
time I haul an animal. I personally would much rather
have a solid aluminum trailer floor, mainly because of
the risk of an animal puncturing through the wood
flooring. Metal floors are much easier to clean and
don’t trap the moisture as easily as wood. On metal
floors you still need to look for corrosion before each
use and also look for cracks. I strongly urge anyone with
a cracked trailer to take it out of commission until you
have a welder/fabricator repair the cracked area.
Lastly, I would like to talk a little about a few types of
trailers and their advantages and disadvantages.
Trailers usually are only made of two main components,
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steel or aluminum, and trailers generally have only two
types of hitches, bumper pull or goose neck.
Trailers made of steel are usually much cheaper but
suffer the problems of corrosion if not kept up with a
thorough cleaning after each use. Steel though is
known to hold up better on rough gravel roads, so if you
are mainly driving on unimproved roads, this might be a
consideration.

I know this is short but I hope that these articles help
with both maintenance and the purchasing of cattle
trailers.

Trailers made of aluminum as you have most likely
found out are much more pricey but can handle the
corrosion much better and as you might well know, they
are much lighter to pull.
Both aluminum and steel will offer wood or metal
flooring. As stated earlier I prefer the thickest
aluminum you can get.
Trailers with a bumper pull hitch are generally much
cheaper and are found on smaller trailers. They do not
handle heavy loads very well and you will be wanting to
put a sway bar on the hitch if you live where the wind
blows heavily. Bumper pulls are easier for backing up
and are more forgiving around corners. When backing
up though you will find that you can’t turn as tight as a
gooseneck. The hitch itself is much cheaper since most
manufactures have them as standard equipment from
the factory.
Trailers with a gooseneck are much easier to pull strait
down the road and handle the load much better. I
personally own a gooseneck trailer and I find that it’s a
pleasure to tow compared to a bumper pull.
Goosenecks are usually more expensive and are usually
only found on trailers over 15ft. Goosenecks take a little
getting used to in the backing up department and you
absolutely have to remember to swing wide when going
around sharp corners! Also on goosenecks you have to
fork out some extra dollars for a gooseneck hitch to be
mounted on your towing vehicle. I personally bought a
B&W brand gooseneck hitch that was made very well by
the folks back in the Midwest (yes, it’s one of the few
products made in the USA).
The Fold
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Highlands on Islands
By Ilse Oles, Cape St. Mary Ranch

Some of the finest Highland
cattle live in the Scottish
Isles. Stuart and I have
always been fond of islands,
having had a summer home
for 12 years on Vancouver
Island, B.C., and now a
winter home on the Island
of Hawaii.
About 37 years ago, Stuart
and I bought some land on
Lopez Island in Washington
State where the seller, Dana
McBarron,
had
raised
Scottish Highland Cattle. He
sang the praises of these
fine creatures. There were
only two elderly cows left
on the place, and they were
thrown into the bargain.
We were not much impressed with their long horns and
sagging udders, but in the spring each cow had a little
furry calf and we were hooked.
Our Cape St. Mary Fold consists of purebred Highlands
with many excellent bloodlines. In past years, we have
shown and sold at the Denver Stock Show and attended
several national and two international conventions.
Stuart served as Vice President of AHCA. He was awarded
“Man of the Year” in 1994 and was added to the Hall of
Fame. Now that we are retired and moving a little more
slowly, we have to cut down on some of our projects.
Our cattle are hardy and prolific, roaming over 130 acres
of pasture and forest. They are strictly grass-fed and
receive no hormones or antibiotic supplements. Our
The Fold

customers on Lopez Island prefer our steer meat that
way. We also use our older animals to have smoked beef
sausage custom-made by Hempler’s in Ferndale. It is
featured at the Lopez Village Market.
There is another long-time breeder on the Island of
Shaw, next to Lopez Island. It is Our Lady of the Rock, a
Benedictine order of nuns who are busy farming and
raising Scottish Highland Cattle. Mother Therese has
been an active member of AHCA for many years. She will
be adding our young bull named Fergus to their Fold.

Here is the problem of being on an island: Our primary
business is raising and selling fine Highland breeding
stock. At the spring meeting, we advertised the need of
doing our periodic herd reduction and offered to sell
some cows and heifers. Several members who were
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interested commented that it is too expensive to take a
truck and trailer on the ferry to Lopez for one or two
animals when they could find what they need among the
mainland folds. This has been our story.

decided to buy an assortment of 23 cows and heifers
from Cape St. Mary Fold. They are very discerning and
knowledgeable, and we are delighted that our dear
Highland ladies will stay together in a good place.

Every few years in the past, when we needed to reduce
our herd, we looked for breeders who wanted to start up
or expand their folds. We have sold lots of 10 - 40 head
to breeders in Wyoming, Montana, Oregon and
Washington. Some years ago, when one load of 40 was
shipped to Wyoming, there were 41 upon arrival –
including one new calf born in transit.

You get attached to those cattle when you know them
personally, and Mary promised that we are welcome to
visit our girls in their new habitat when the weather
improves. We might just take them up on it.

While we were on vacation in Hawaii, a lovely couple
contacted us who happened to need a ready-made herd
of Highland Cattle. Mary Kleihege and John Streur own a
large spread in Southeast Washington, to be populated
by excellent Highland Cattle. They started with a small
fold and are already members of the Northwest
Association and of AHCA. They came, they saw, and they

The Fold

Page 11

From the AHCA Archives
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NWHCA Board Fall Meeting Minutes
September 19, 2014
Call to order: 1:11 p.m.
Roll call: Bob Swalander, Dale Hathaway, Amy Lagerquist, Naomi Ewing (absent: Michael Green, Ben Zion)
Approval of minutes: – Spring Board Meeting 2014 – approved as written
Secretary/Treasurer’s Report




Financial status: See budget discussion below.
Checking account balance: $4,066 as of 9/18/14. Well within budget.
Membership status: 71 paid member farms, down 20 compared to 2013. At least two members renewed dues in
order to advertise their folds for sale.
Old Business


Junior program update: Bob and Doris Swalander, Naomi Ewing and Sue Weimer initiated a Junior Highland
show at the Grays Harbor County Fair in Elma, WA to great success. A Hereford breeder, Ellen Hinderlie, stepped
in as judge, and provided as much clinic as show. The board reimbursed Bob and Naomi each $50 after an offline
board discussion for the thank you gift card presented to Ellen for her assistance and expertise. The board is
interested in furthering a Junior membership opportunity.
 Board member attendance/vacancy: Amy reported that Ben Zion, one of our elected board members, has
missed three scheduled board meetings and has not responded to e-mails. The Zions also did not renew their
membership, disqualifying Ben further as a board meeting. After discussing the status of that open/vacated
position, the board members present decided to hold the position open until elections at the 2015 Spring
Meeting.
 Webmaster update: Bonnie McLarty volunteered to manage our nwhca.org website in addition to continuing
her current post as volunteer editor of The Fold. Bonnie’s only request was that the board purchase software for
her to use; Amy requested that whatever software the board purchases be easily transferred to another
volunteer webmaster down the road as the need arises. Amy will work with Bonnie to obtain software that
Bonnie feels she can use. The board discussed the $250 annual stipend, and agreed that Bonnie deserves both.
New Business








2014 budget: Amy presented the draft, up-to-date NWHCA budget, featuring no changes over the 2013 budget.
Dues for the year came in almost $500 less than projected, but expenses remain quite low with The Fold
continuing to be distributed electronically instead of printed and mailed. The budget has room for a Junior
program and/or scholarships, if desired. The board is interested in pursuing and growing a juniors program.
2014 NWHCA Puyallup Fair show trophies: Unavailable; the show was scheduled late in the afternoon, so the
board meeting was held beforehand, instead of after, as is traditional. Trophies will be presented either in the
show ring or back in the barn after the show. (NOTE: Naomi requested approval to spend $75/trophy for 2015,
as the items she found are more expensive, but very nice. With room in the budget, the board agreed.)
2014 Bill Nolan Memorial Halter presentation – See above.
Meeting date for 2015 Winter Board Teleconference: the board agreed to hold the Winter Board Teleconference
Wednesday, February 4th at 7:00 p.m. Amy will schedule it via our online teleconference account.
Other: Dale will confirm that Ralph Dobson does still want to host the 2015 Spring Meeting.

Motion to adjourn: 1:45 pm.

The Fold
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NWHCA Spring Meeting: May 16, 2015
The 2015 Spring Meeting will be held Saturday, the 16th of May. The meeting will be hosted by Ralph and Sharon
Dobson at their farm, R&SD Ranch, in Arlington, WA.
Address:

711 196th St NW
Arlington, WA 98223
Home phone: (360) 652-2132
Ralph’s cell:
(425) 530-2124
Sharon’s cell: (425) 530-2148
Driving directions:
From I-5 north or south, take exit 206, the Smokey Point Exit. You will be on 172nd St, also called SR 531. Go WEST
almost 2 miles to where 3rd Ave NE “T’s” in from the north. Go north 1 mile to where 188th NE/NW “T’s” in from the
west. Turn left. Go west almost 1 mile to where 8th Ave NW “T’s” in from the north. Turn right. 8th Ave NW is a very
narrow country blacktop road. 8th Ave NW will dead end at about a half mile. Continue straight on the gravel road in
front of you, through what look like two sawed off power poles, and follow the curve to the right. Go past the log cabin,
which is a rental, and continue to the house.
Lodging:
There is a Medallion Hotel at Smokey Point, and several motels. The Tulalip Hotel and Casino are about five miles south
along I-5. We have plenty of parking, including RV parking. We don’t, however, have hookups. If you plan to bring your
RV, please let us know ahead of time so we can ensure adequate parking for your vehicle and other possible RV’s.
Please let us know if you plan to bring any dogs. We have two.
We ask for an RSVP from those planning to attend so we can properly plan food and seating without a lot of wastage.
Itinerary
7:00-9:00 AM Coffee & Donuts
9:00-10:00 AM Pasture Management & Pasture to Plate presented by Bobbie Lindemulder from the Snohomish County
Conservation District
10:00-10:30 AM Free time to socialize and speak with presenters
10:30-11:30 AM Gallagher Cattle Management Products presented by Liam Shaw, Gallagher USA Representative For
Washington and Northern Idaho
11:30-12:00 PM Update On University of Missouri Beef Study presented by John Bates, Hemlock Highlands
12:00-1:00 PM Lunch (pulled pork sandwiches, cole slaw, other salads)
1:00-3:00 PM Soil Testing Field Demonstration with Bobbie Lindemulder (Bring rain gear and tall muck boots)
followed by a presentation on Raising Grass Fed Beef by Bobbie Lindemulder 3:00-3:30 PM Free time to
socialize/speak with presenters/tour farm
3:30-4:30 PM
The Fold
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4:30-5:30 PM

Board of Directors Meeting

3:30-5:00 PM

Free time to socialize/speak with presenters/tour farm

5:30 PM

Dinner (Sharon Dobson’s Hobo Stew, salads, corn bread, rolls, dessert

Last Name beginning with A-L please bring a dessert.
Last name beginning with M-Z please bring a salad

Welcome New Members!

Join the Discussion!
Northwest Highland Cattle Association Group

Getty Pollard
Thunder Lightning Organics, LLC
Lostine, Oregon
Shawn & Jessica McPhail
Great Scott’s Highland Cattle Ranch, LLC
Custer, Washington
Mark & Teri Everett
Highline Ranch
Spokane, Washington
John Streur & Mary Kleihege
Little Seven Seven Ranch
Portland, Oregon

Are you interested in being a part in of your NWHCA board
of directors? We will be holding our annual elections during
the Spring Meeting in May, filling one currently vacant
position and two expiring positions as well as the
Secretary/Treasurer post. If you think you might be
interested or have questions, please contact one of the
directors (see http://www.nwhca.org/directors.htm).

The Fold
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Highland Cattle Marketplace
Marketplace ads are a special benefit of NWHCA membership, funded by your dues as
a free place to advertise. Ads are limited to the size of 1 business card or less of space
and restricted to NWHCA members. No prices or logos are to be included in this
section. Send all ads to your Editor: Bonnie McLarty, 43408 236th Ave. SE, Enumclaw,
WA 98022 ▪ <bemhighlands@gmail.com>
Editor's Note: Due to the current publication format of this journal, and the fact that I
have not received any advertisements from members this month, I ha ve pulled a small
selection of recent ads from the website. Future ad submissions that include jpg images
will be printed on a trial basis in the space allowed.
Hemlock Highlands will buy your weaned steer or beef quality heifer calves. Call to discuss.
John & Jean Bates (360) 856-5817 <hemlockhighlands@comcast.net
Viking Fold Country Boy: a great choice for your future herdsire. Powerful,diverse pedigree: Scott of Craycombe,
LEA Lancer, Cherry Point, Five Star, Coirneal of Trelissick & Valhalla. Dam is 2008 NWSS Int. Heifer Calf Ch. Many
other National Champions in this bull's pedigree. Very correct in his phenotype, black brindle, curious & friendly.
“Country Boy” will be halter trained, vaccinated, and registered. Contact David Larson at 541-490-4064.
Raising
Cane Ranch
Snohomish, WA
Visit our website
at www.vikingfold.com.

We
are contact
changing
the genetics
our herd and need
to sell
bull.
He is proven and gentle. Able to load in a trailer. Oda of
Please
David
Larson atof541-490-4064,
or email
forour
more
information.
Sleat, born 1/31/08, his color is dun, sired by Cape St. Mary's Lynn and dam is Augusta of Sleat. Contact Nick at 206-617-4094
for more information or to schedule a visit, or see our website at http://www.raisingcaneranch.com.

Flathead Farms Kalispell, MT

My main herd bull is available for bid! Black Watch Dempsey (#46153) is an outstanding breeding prolific breeder with a good
disposition. Current pictures available.
Contact Mike at 406-250-1289 for more information.

Blacksmith Ranch Rochester, WA

101+ acre ranch for sale: a perfect place for Highlanders. We graze 20 head in just 10 acres because the grass is so good. We
can also produce 8,000 bales of award winning hay. Click here for details.
Call Carol Ptak at 253-279-3291 or email for more information.

Hidden Highlands Ranch Custer, WA Sheridan Of Five Star Farms (43098). BOD: 5/11/05. Impressive size and
awesome temperament. JBN Morning Glory (40159). DOB: 7/04/03. Black color. A great mother, pasture exposed
to Sheridan (43098) in August. Rosemairi of Bottleneck (42467). DOB: 5/02/05. A beautiful cow that throws good
offspring. She was pasture exposed to Sheridan (43098) in August. Can negotiate delivery in WA. Please contact
Ryan and Michelle Sturtz at 360-366-7360 or 360-739-4103.
Happy Valley Highlands Nampa, Idaho
We have 5 bulls and 1 heifer for sale, buyer pays registration fees. Pictures available upon request. Contact Bruce
Robertson at 208-466-0136, or email for more details.
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Mission Statement
The Northwest Highland Cattle Association (NWHCA) is dedicated to promoting Highland cattle, protecting the integrity
of our pure breed, and encouraging all its membership in their breeding and marketing endeavors. The rules and
regulations of the American Highland Cattle Association (AHCA) will be our standard in all our decision-making
processes. The ultimate goal being for every member to benefit from the efforts of this association.

Serving British Columbia, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, & Washington
Your membership dues paid to the Northwest Highland Cattle Association go toward defraying the running costs of our
Association and promoting the Highland breed. Each current member is entitled to:







Vote at the spring meeting of the membership
A subscription to our newsletter The Fold
Receive all special mailings sent out by the NWHCA to its members
Representation of their Highland cattle enterprise in The Fold and on the NWHCA website
Serve on committees and stand for election as officers and directors of the Association
Enjoy the encouragement, support, and good fellowship of your Association members

The Fold
Northwest Highland Cattle Association
Official Publication
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