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Editor’s Corner
by: Tom Newton

Welcome to the “new generation” of The Fold. For the The last thing which makes this issue “special 1s that it 15
first time ever, your copy has arrived via your computer  the Jast from Tom and Deanna. We have sold our farm and
rather than the mail. For NWHCA it means a great cost  our animals, and we’ve moved on to new adventures. As
savings in paper, ink, postage and manpower. For the President Dale reminds in his message, no replacement has

members, it means convenient access anywhere you are,  yolunteered. With no change in the future, this will be your
and a concise storage system for future retrieval. Every-  ast Fold.

one wins. Hopefully, members will embrace the change

rather than cling to the old ways. If you are reading this,  p . - Hope all enjoy the “Recollections™ article. Obviously
then you’ve been promoted to the job of “Agent of it is unfinished. But, it was fun getting as far as it goes.

Change™. Encourage friends and neighbors to join you in  perhaps someday it will get completed. Perhaps not.
internet access to The Fold.

As for content, notice that this 1ssue contains the usual =
assortment of meeting nunutes. Previous meeting at- V
tendees will be remunded of the discussions. Those who

were absent will become more informed. Let’s hope this

tradition will be continued. Halter breaking and hay pur-

chases are featured topics of interest to all. Read and

learn.
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RECOLLECTIONS OF AHIGHLAND BREEDER
by Tom Newton

Author’s Note: We understand that not everyone will want
to hear OUR experiences as Highland breeders. However,
over the years, we’ve discovered that other breeders have
had very sinular experiences. Therefore, we thought this
account might stimulate everyone to re-live their journey,
and savor the fond memories.

Our famuily had been living the urban life, but we had
“country” 1 our bones. Finally, “our ship came in” and we
set a course to head for the hills. We methodically re-
searched the available reasonable options, then impulsive-
ly jumped at the home of our dreams. It was larger than we
needed, more expensive than we could afford, and didn’t
even meet our minimum requirement of having a garage or
carport. But, 1t had land (10 acres), trees (lots of cedars
and fir), and a year-round stream feeding a stocked trout
pond! In short, 1t was really cool! But, something was
mussing: 1t had no critters. Oh, sure, we had brought along
our dog and cat, and we had added a flock of orange-yolk
egg laying chickens. But something still was miss-
ing....donkeys! A year later, the donkeys were missing
again, much to our neighbors’ delight, leaving an unat-
tended pasture and an empty place in our hearts.

A friend had shared some grass-fed beef with us, and sug-
gested we might like to grow our own. Again, after me-
thodical research of all reasonable options, we impulsively
jumped into raising our own beef. For reasons nobody now
recalls, we started with two Galloway steers. They were
replaced with a pair of Dexters, to see if we could deal
with horned amimals. Finally, after discovering that horned
animals weren’t really all that scary, we followed the sec-
ond part of our friend’s advice and jomed “the Highland
games”. We started with two, so they wouldn’t be lonely.
Then, two became four and four became eight. It was
great!

Of course, we knew very little about raising cattle. Our
experience was limited to what we had learned being
around the Galloways and Dexters. We didn’t even have
any friends with the knowledge we lacked. We decided we
needed new friends. So we joined a group of folks who
were already raising Highlands, and started asking ques-
tions. To our delight, they were quick with the answers.
They didn’t always agree, but at least they gave us some-
thing to try. To our delight, again, our new friends often
gave decent advice. Not always, but 1t was interesting try-
ing to make sense of it all.
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Having calves in the spring was always an exciting
time. Getting to that point, however, was a real ob-
stacle course. You know the choices: (1) have your
own fire-breathing brute that eats a lot all year in
trade for a few quick athletic exercises once or twice
a year; (2) decline to feed one all year, but mvite a
complete stranger in for a few months to do the same
quick exercises and trash your painstakingly installed
“animal control facilities™; or (3) hire a human to
come out at the time you think your cows might be
ready, to stick his hand up their butt with the mtent to
do the same quick exercise, but with far less coopera-
tion from the cow than methods (1) or (2) above. We
liked the fourth choice: buy a cow after one or the
other of these events has already been found effec-
tive. It was more expensive, but it seemed to save a
lot of hassles!

Once the wee ones began to show up, the fun really
began. At first they were curious and crept close to
see what we were all about. Eventually. however,
they realized that they could run faster than we
could. . and run they did! You know that old expres-
sion: “high tailing 1t” over the hill! It was great fun
playing tag, till we noticed that we were always the
ones bemg “it”. That was when we tried being real
cowboys, with lariat and all. The calves seemed to
enjoy the game, till we finally got a rope on one.
Then, you would have thought we were trying to kill
them right there on the spot. Such an outery! The
kicking, jumping and screaming was riotous. And, it
brought out the maternal mstincts of every mom in
the pasture. At first, it was a bit unnerving when we
looked up and noticed that we were surrounded by
very large animals with very big horns who were
very interested in what we were doing. Over time, we
learned that most of them were harmless; for the oth-
ers, we had to adjust. We divided the herd into those
we would like to keep, and the others joined the meat
program: we immediately began freezer training.

We expected that this would limit the overall size of
our operation, but it had the opposite effect. Our herd
quickly outgrew the place!

We determined that we would need to fall out of love
with our animals, or else go find a larger place. As
we had m the very beginning, we once again began a
very methodical search. This time, we expanded the






